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-FIRST CHUACH OF CHAIST, SCiIaNTIST 


KEYPORT, Naw. JaRSLY 


PERIOD FROM JANUARY, 1949, TO SEPTEME-R 3C, 1955 


By Marr .0.,. daiimey, Historian 


The his ‘tory ofstaeerchurch trom its inceme ion upto, 1957 
heé beer civen in. the nrevious account relisted by the rormer 
Church Historien, Mrs. Hilda W. Stidfole. From 1937 to 1949 
services were held et 65 Main Street, Keyport, New Jersey, with 
resuler snd specizl coamitiees taking en sctive ovrt. In line 
With thevGedrw. of orogmess, the budidine comeirt ee, we s ovlaying 
Eneimoortenuemo Le. 

The BEuijldine Conmittee consisted oF thse Tollowinz members: 
Ss. Horiorie Burlew, Coairman 
s. Jennie sckermen 
&. Alberta Frantz 
Ss. Anna L.. Herris 
Mrs. Core eee eile 
sirs. ilta Preston 
Mir. Benjamin wWilliems 


In the yeer 1942 thi 

Moreh. ChurGie mig | anc. ; 

of each month, betiriina- 
ee ney were alent to t2ke 
ae micht be presented. or 


itice wes doins meteohysicel work 

e were held the second Tuesday 

Voie aio, ard. were welloerreng sd... 

z ¥ opportunities which 

n brucry 24, 1949, our local newsoanrer, 

Bre "the Keynort Weekly," issued : netice which steted First 
ae ‘Presbyterian Church, Proed Street, Keyport, wes going to be dis- 

mee «6€6ShOlved. 6 ‘The co-mittee immediately contzected, nev. Dr. George G. 

2 Hovnipecre cides jot the Trustees of the Presbytery or Monmouth, 
Bridisceked ife@pe Kirst Church of Christ, Sclentist, moy heve 
imeetorat Oopugmeunity to purchases: the pronerty. however, 2t 

_this time Rev. Dr. Horn would sive no definite answer. 
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| At the Semiannuzl Meeting in Mey, 1949, with this prosvect 
of beint etle to obtein a vermenent church home, it was voted 
that the entire membership or the church (this not beinst so 
derge as to be cumcersome) should be members of the Euilding 





“. 





.. Committee for the following helf year. Mrs. Alice Willis, one 

, “> .. of our members, revorted the nossitility of ourchesing ae prop- 

. ies erty on Division Street, Keyport, New Jersey. It wes sugsested 
oo  < thet some one of or ofese done] stending be contected ond cdvise 
fo. @ "ys e6.to the ourchcsine of these mroverties. A letter wee sent 
ay! | to Re: C. Edw-rds, architect of Rumson, New Jersey, asking for 

a 8 “sAnformetion 28 to eee and desiens. Mr. Edwerds' reply was very 
safes. helpful end zrstifyin He ofiered his services-without oblite- 
ih K tion to look the busts ine over which wes ‘locsted on Division 
eer.  Street...This project Aid not meterirlize becruse the owners of — 
Ry a. this property, The at ce Orders HABE net Fe aa , Aa 
ee Va es eee ee Bee a 
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At the July meetine it was voted tist every 5th Sunday of 
any month the entire collection should go to the Buildins Fund 
unless otherwise desicneted. 


At the Annual Meetint in November, 1949, Mrs. Burlew was 
again anvnointed Ch-irman of the Buildine Committee. 


A Svecirl Committee meetins wes cslled Decemter 1, 1949, 
to inform 211 the members of the zood news received from the 
Monmouth (Preseyteny;eryeorder iofenev. Drvetorn, that: our: church 
be given the keys to the Church Edifice on Brosd Street with 
authorization to keep it so lone as we desired. 


with this new insrirction, a sroun of members met with wr, 
Edwerdsa, the architect, to t-lk over an estimste for reveirs and 
alter: tions! "He estimsted the cost of Eicht Thousend Two Hundred 
Sixty Dollars (%€,260) to mere the necessery reneirs and altera- 
Lions ito.copply with our requirements. This included heat, paint- 
sne ge TOOlMEG yee Ul er Wonks mh plunrineteweaReropms, steirwsys, 
insul2tion, ond ceneral reoseirs. He 2lso avpraised the building 
end land at Twelve Thous?nd Dollsers (re ClO) % 


Progress berrn to unfold, activity incressed. At our Merch, 
1950, mecting the proverty locetec et No. €5 Main Street, Keyport, 
where our services were held, wee offered to us for purchase 
ot a price of Fifteen Thous- nd Dollars Gi5,000). Beczsuse of this 
offer, s snecial meetint wae celled for March 14, 1950, to decide 
whether or not to »vurchese it. The vote wes unenimously ageinst it. 


Saturday, Mey 27, 1950, Mrs. Alice willis and Mre. Merjorie 
Burlew went to Freehold, tew Jersey, to interview Rev. Dr. Horn 
to exnedite action on the sert of the Frestytery. They were 
informed thet Dr. -Horn was out, but thet in a few weeks they 
would te able to sive us some definite informetion. This did not 
meterizlize. However, ty July, 1950, the Fresbvtery informed 
us thet two agencies in KM-tawan, New Cersey, Ross @. Machan and 
John Tessini, had teen snnointed to sell tie Church Pronerty 
loceteé on Erord Street, Keynort, for a price of Seven Thousand 
Dollars (37,0CC). <Agesin Mr. Edwerés, the architect, was contacted 
to submit e new estimrte. This time he estimated Ten Thousend 
Dollars (710,000), 


The members of the co--ittee not satisfied with one esti- 
mete, susvested that several architects be contacted. William Jd. 
feaylor, erchitect, who was buildin: several Science Churches, one 
in Astury Perk *n35 the other in Westchester County, wss esked to 
submit an estinmete, His ficures were Thity-Five Thousand Dollars . 
($35,00C) to Fifty Thousend Dollers (50,000). He also stated 
that the vews slone would gost akout rive Thousand Dollers 
($5,000) to Seven Thrus72a Dollers (77,00C) if we were to purchase 
them new. Frederiek Fessler, architect, of Hazlet, New Jersey 
elso geve an estimete of Thirty-Five Thousend Dollers (O55), oco). 
Mr. Fessler stcted thet other than to cive an estim-te he did not 
care to be involved. 
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By the time these estimetes were received, we were informed 
that the Church Pronerty had been sold. The chairmen of the 
- Building Committee and a few of its members refused to take NO 
for an answer. They held to the thought that it wes not lost. A 
few days later word was received from the Ross W. Maghan Agency, 
Matawan, New Jersey, thet the man who had paige denosit on this 
proverty had withdrawn his offer. 





With this new aseurance, a Corporate Meeting was held on 
July 17, 1950, seventeen (17) members attended, twelve (12) of 
whom voted to ourchase the Church Proverty for the asking orice of 
Seven Thousand Dollars ($7,000). A deposit of Seven Hundred Dollars 
($700) was made on July 15, 1950, as a binder to cover vurchase 
of the Church Proverty. 


Following the Building Committee Meeting of July 10, 1950, 

Mrs. Cora Massie contacted Mr. Philip Y. Eastren of the Chase 
National Bank, New York City, New York, (This sane bank's name 

was changedin 1955 throush merger to Chase Menhatten Bank, New York 
City, New York), to insouire as to our elicibiiity of obtaining 
aegift from the Cornish Fund, which we had been informed was 
available for Christian Science churches trying to imorove their 
building structure. This Fund is held in trust with the above 
bank, and Mr. Eastman wes in charze of its administration. The 
Fund known as the Selina C. Cornish Fund was given by Mrs. Cornish, 
who was not a Christian Scientist but who admired them. She left 
about Three Million Dollers (§3,000,000)-to be used in helping 
,Small or young Christian Science churches in their -tuilding 
iprojects, the community of seid church not to exceed twenty thou- 
sand (20,000) ponuletion and not over Ten Thousand Dollers 
($10,000) totel to be drewn from the Fund. For 2 grant to be 
available, it was required that the recipient raise double the 
emount in cash, or the equivalent in donated labor, or both. 


By August Mr. Eastman informed our Church thet a gift from 
the Fund was evaileble to us, in proportion to our ability to 
meet the above requirements. 


To comply with the ebove requirements the service of a law 
firm was contected, end errangements were made for Mr. Allair Corn- 
well, of Apvlegate, Foster, Reusille and Cornwell, Red Benk, 

New Jersey, to act es our attorney. The church members are most 
grateful to Mr. Cornwell for his splendid and co-onersative help 
which he zave us, 
Nothins of imvortance trensnired other than the searching 

of titles, ete., until November 14, 1950, when we took title to 
the proverty in Mr. Cornwell's office in Red Bank, New JErsey. 
Three Thousand Dollars ($3,000) in cash was peid and a mortgage 

of Four Thousand Dollore (44,000) taken out with our loca, tank, 
The Peoples Benk of Keyport, New Jersey. The mean, in cherge of 
the Mortgage Denartment, sisted that they normally would not give 
a mortgege to a church. Divine Love seemed to intervene, and we 
were granted the loan. 
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Following the vurchase of the church, error seemed to creep 
in, and much dissatisfaction was ere See ext Some of the members 
felt it was a grest mistake to take on so large 2 vroposition with 
~no money on hand. The Three Thousand Dollars ($3,000), which had 
accrued had been svent in the »urchese of the church, and they 
were now faced with a mortcage of Four Thousand Dollars ($4,000) 
plus the reconstruction cost. The church tuildins was Pd such a 
state of neglect thet it was utterly unuseble to hold our services 
until repairs had been msde. This meant we would still have to 
rent our former place for services. Others felt they wanted a 
new church. From en ordinary business point of view, these 
people seemed justified. As the days passed, the condition of 
inhermony increased. 


At the Annual Meetings of the Corporate Body in November, 1950, 
Mark O. Whitney, a recently electéd member tv the Church, was 
VOMed Ase. Menber hott at hoards Gewimusterrimetat aviimeetiine of) the 
Poerd. he was, ehbectace Sr ermen , 


Wiens hGunew Cheam: o Gclemriacs Sdrenwes faced with the 
above broblem of the poscitiiity o7 losing what had already been 
acquired. He spoke to error with euthority and stated, 'We have 


a church buildine on our hands, are we soins to lose it, or are 
we going to do our protective work end demonstrete sunoly richt 
where we are?" From this point Mind was directing, Love was vro- 
tecting, Principle was operating, and the ct? hellence’ was faced. 


. The Building Committee continued their metavhysical work, 
and when a plen of vrogress was provosed all united in their 
efforts to aid. 


The Board held special meetings whenever there was e need, 
which averaged about one every two weeks for the ensuing year. 


- During December, 1950, Mr. Edwards, the architect, submitted 
Sketches for the alter ations he head deemed necessary. He not 
being too familier with Christian Science requirements, his plans 
did not meet with complete anprovel. These viens were left with 
the Committee. Mr. Whitney took Mr. Edwards! plens and revised 
them to meet the requirements of a Christian Science church. He 
also mede a drawing of e chancel rail end readers’ desk. On 
December 27, 1950, 2 group of members met with Mr. Edwards, and 
the changes submitted to him es a suz¢estion of our needs. He 
did not seem pleased and when confronted with the question of 
how to proceed with the work, he evaded it. All he would ask 
was how much do you want to svend. He slso would ¢cive no cost 
on the repair of thesteenvle which was badly needed. He stated 
that he was too bus sy for at least two weeks to make sny more 
Grawings. 


After a vote of confidence from the Church membership, 
Mr. Whitney aocented the:responsibility to supervise the complete 
reconstruction of the church building. Mr. Charles Kilcomins, a 
church member who was in the building business, offered his 
services to assist Mr. Whitney in any way possible. In order for 
Mr. Whitney to assume this responsibility, a clause in the Cornish: 
Fund requirements would have to be clarified. It required the 
Services of an architect where alterations were to be made. 
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At a meetine of the Building Committee it was decided that 
the word "repair" better exoressed on the whcle the work to be 
done rather than the word "alteration." 


Mr. Whitney went to New York and discussed this with 
Mr. Eastman. He acceoted the change of wording and steted it 
would no longer be necessary to employ an architect. 


At our next Board meeting, it was voted to dismiss 
Mr. Edwards and to ask him to send in his bill. Mr. Sdwards hed 
stated in all of his letters that his services would put us under 
no obligations. | He nevertheless sent us @ bill for Four Hundred 
Sixty Dollars (8460). We eventually settled for Three Hundred 
Dollars ($300). 


It was through Mr. Edwards modest estimates that the Build- 
ing Committee had the cour2ge to purchase the vroverty. It was 
later looked upon as a result of the metavnhysical word done by 
the members, and so proven eae blessing, demonstrating that Mind 
was the only Architect. 


It was,now evident that. if work were.to,.nroceed, the.entire 
membership should become ective in raising,throuth tneir own 
activity, by voluntery letor or by cash, an amount sufficient 
to receive a first nayment from the Cornish Fund. Accorcingly 
the Chairman of the Borzrd prepared detailed drawings for the pro- 
posed work including the chancel rail and desk, Ra OF L OLY, to 
sending out letters for bids for the work. A number of the mem- 
bers, removed the old carpeting, old wrilpaner, also the pews 
were taken to the besement, and did various other necessary work. 
Mr. Whitney volunteered to build the desk and chancel rail, the 
Church saying for the material. Mr. Kilcomins billed at cost 
the services of his employees for repairing the enves, gutters, 
basement windows, and many other items. in addition he conated 
‘considereble of the cost. A close record was kept of the above 
work for purposes of the Cornish Fund. 


At the beginning the work progressed very slowly and much 
criticiem and dissatisfection were exoressed. As usual discord 
atcin tried hard to disruvt the work and vrevent its fulfillment. 
The Board edhered to the truth that progress could not be delayed 
and let Love lead the wey. It was realized that those who 
disagreed with the methods of procedure were sincere in their 
own thoughts end really desired only good. The results proved 
this to be true. Two notes from.the Minutes of the Building 
Committee for May, 1951, seem eporopriate. "It would seem as 
though the ‘winter af our discontent' is at an end" and "Our — 
buildings appears when impersonel Love opens the syes in the | 
awakening heart - Love for God is rem@ly the Building Fund of the 
Christian Science Church." (Church Buildinz by Anna M. Friend- 
lick) 
The stand was taken by the Boerd that no contracts woulda 
be awarded unless BES money was on hand or definitely frorth- 
coming, thus demonstrating supply as progress was made. 
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Contrects were placed. Our supply in most cases was there 
to meet our needs. Mr. ‘thitney usine some men under his employ 
did much vork in the rehabilitstion of the building. He also 
rebuilt the pews extendine them from 11" to 14", thus making 
whet was a very uncomfortable seat a comfortable one. “The oid 
for the pews anpeared to be more then the finances, at that time, 
would 2llow so the work was executed as above stated, the dif- 
ference between our cost snd the orice of the bid was applied 
as a credit toward the Cornish Fund. This was approved by 
Mr. Eastman, who is in cherge of the Fund. 


As a result of these activities end with money flowing 
into the tregsury,we received a donstion in May, 1951, from 
the Cornish Fund to the amount of Three Thousand 5ix Hundred 
Sixty-Seven Dollars and Six Cents ($3,667.06). These credits 
did not include the chancel rail which was not as yet finished 
or any design work executed by the Chairman. 


~The basement was just a cellar without a stairway from 
the inside of the church. This had to be designed and built 
to meet our needs. The basement to consist of the following 
rooms: Sunday School, Readers, Organist, Soloist, Board of 
Trustees, and Distribution Room; entire new heating and sewer 
systems were inst>lled. A stairway was built leading to the 
basement at both ends of the auditorium, one near the street 
entrerce and the other for the use of the Readers. The old 
pulpit vletform wes retuilt to tke the organ console, the 
Readers' desk, and the chencel reil. Practically all new glass 
was installed in the windows and a new oak floor in the audi- 
torium, also a new ecoustical ceiling. The steeple was 
reprired, shinzled, end peinted, new brick stairway with 
wrought iron railings erected at front entrance. 


Our first service in the new edifice was Thanksciving Day, 
November, 1951. It was a real thanks-givine filled with Love 
and Joy. The cervet had not been purchased, and the basement 
was not finished, but with 211 the love expressed we. knew Rat 
Puy supoly would come to meet our needs. 


Just prior to 1952 the Chairman of the Board consulted with 
Mrvernilin Y. Eastmo2n and Mr. Arthur L. Phillinps, who was 
Mr. Eastman's sssistant end with whom a lerge part of the trans- 
actions were conducted in our nesotistion with The Chase National 
Bank, with reference to our elicibility to receive more aid. 
Mr. Phillips after checking multiple figures made-the astound- 
ine remark thet the Church was in a position to dedicate free 
from debt. This came as a great surprise both to the Chairman 
and also to the nembershipv of the Church, as we had not thought 
of meking a demonstration such es this in so short a time. 


The possibility of dedication was due to the finel credits 
from the Cornish Fung and a grant from the Mary Baker Eddy Fund. 
This Fund, under the Will of Mary Baker Eddy, grented sums based 
onour total exnenditures to date for alterations with the provi- 
Sion that the gift pay off the last indebtedness. Accordingly we 
received from this source Four Thousand Seven Hundred Ninety-Nine 
Dollars and Seventy-Eight Cents (44,799.78) for which the Church 
is very grateful. 6 
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By Februery, 1952, we hed more then enough credits so that 
the Cornish Fund crented us the bficnce of the Ten Thousand Dol- 
lers (/.10,000) which they were cllowed to give. The church members 
eretveny ‘areterul to Mr. Eastman and Mr. Phillinps for their 
co-operrtion and friendly counsel in the execution of the gift to 
the Church, 


Prior to November, 1951, we contacted the Wurlitzer 8rgan 
Company rescrdinz the poscibility of purchasing a new or-can. 
After exvlaining to them our needs, they sug ested we install a 
new orzan and acreed to remove it ot no cost to us in the event 
the money did not meterielize. In November, 1951, a new orran 
was instelied in accordence with our plans in the bezinning. 

We had the free use of it until after Dedicetion at which time 
we signed a contract paying a sizeable down paym nt. 


By June, 1952, invitations were sent to all surrounding 
towns invitine them to our Church Bedication. The Church was 
aedicated June 15, 1952, with three well-attended services. 


Mrs. Cora Massie was First Reader 
Mrs. Mary H. Rudolph was Second Reader 


The order ef the services was as follows: 


Crean Voluntary played by Mrs. Adele Bowne, Oryan's 

Hymn #95, "He Leedeth Me"! 

Reading from the Scrintures, 11 Samuel 22: 1-4, 7, 18-29, 
ee 0-51 

Silent Prayer followed by the audible revetition of the 
Lerd's Preyer with its spiritual interpretation as 
given in the Christian Science Textbook 

Hymn 7304, "Shepherd Show Me How to Go" (Words by Mary 
Baker Eddy) 

Arncuncements of Notices 

Sele, "Ye Shell Know the Truth" (Benjiamine Olis) sung by 
Mrs. Alice Temple Willis, Solcist 

Lesson Sermon - Suiject: "God the Preserver of Man" 

6ffertory 

Hymn #117, "Holy, Holy, Holy, Lerd Geé Almighty" 

* Reedire Historical Sketch and Ledication by Mark ©. Whitney, 
Chairman ef Board ef Trustees 

Hymn #264, "Cnward Christian Soldiers" 

Reed ing "me Scientific Statement of Being," Science and. 
Health, ge ge 468, and the correlative Scripture accerd- 
INGuto Bing Jonn 9: 4k-3. 

Benedictien - Numbers 6:24-26 

Postlude by Mrs. Adele Eewne 


# Histerical Sketch and Dedication Address are en Page 8. 


--7-- 


“ 
a 





<~ - 
ae | 
e* oJ] 
~~ Oe 
=" 
, 
nl 
| 
neh 8 


* aeeeT: PR 2 raplipe 
eet ee aC 2. ey. os 
> tides apes: 





‘ ey ont >, Bny + = 
ghe peas 8 eat ss . 


wt fares wages = 
tous Biante + ro 
“ 7 


Bin yak 
Cee nw em ¢ » » % ._ a th tL - 
| gah So-asme, weet heft ie. t Bar’ "tit 
4 ¢ Pi) ef eee , Be, a 
CL. aeot Ve F Ie br SPP om, Be bee peg oer eo 
Py Oars 7 st a , a f an 4M 
mh} alate * 4naW SC Sas 


a 
SOtram b2°0582 fee GQiemm «3 
fr 2 a . 
. Peo lle? ae see POL Va | ‘on te ~9 a hack 
ae : = . : 
oft ns bas ‘iq Ot woe w15Gh «ene + ie Tus ‘a 
Ae) : . alt cine Bay 
28-Siy yee E te fenenss C1) ROneR item 
a J ; ; ; ay # s 
<a trawals gS 


eee i 
! he 20% " " 





4 
ma 
ft 

a, 

~ o 

2 
Tap 


r 

~~] 

» 

in 1 

a 

€ 

a +s 

* 

x. 

* 

ee > 

ad * 

a 

4a 

es 

iD 

th ad 
ee te 

as 


Fagviee! 9202. o2 matte 
ad “a "e : 



















e 


De ICATCORY sens 
GIVEN 4T FIRST CHURCH CF CHRIST, 
SCIZNTIST, KEYFORT, Niw JEROLY 


Friends: 


To dedicete a church is indeed a joyous occesion, and we 
ere glad so many ere here to share it with us. It is with deep 
eratitude thet we welcome you here today, and we are greteful to 
De mectingwnere in “toes besutiafulspuiigine. In the took “of 
Melecni Os20, rome. s000 bookr the Bibte, we reed this definite 
oromise--"Prine ye 211 the tithes into the storchouse thet there 
may be meat in my house, and prove me now herewith, said the Lord 
ef Hosts, if I will not onven- you the windows of heaven, and prur 
you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to 
receive it." This provise has been literally fulfilled here in 
our midst this day. 


About two yerrs ago we purch2sed this church from the Pres- 
bytery of Monmouth. It had been idle for a number of yeers and 
its condition was comp»r-ble to its neglect. Our funds at hand 
were netlictitle and we were aware that it was only by devending 
whole-heartedly unon divine cuidence and supvly that eny sizeable 
work on the building could be accomplished. Tnerefore, with 
divine assurence, eighteen months ego we whole-herrtedly started 
work on the church, esch member donating his labor or funds. No 
solicitetions of eny kind were made, no fund-raisint campezifzns 
or varties were held. Supnolementine this, each member did his 
daily metavhysicel work, and bi-monthly meetings were held by 
the Building Committee, doing metephysical work for the project. 


We received eid from the Selina B. Cornish Fund and from 
the Trustees under the Will of Mery Baker Eddy to the amount of 
S14,799. The Selina B.Cornish Fund is in trust at the Chase 
Netional Bank in New York City. Mrs. Cornish, not a Christian 
Scientist, left s-me three million doll-rs to be used in helping 
small or young Ohristian Science churche- in their building 
projects, the com unity of said church not to exceed a population 
of twenty thousand people, end not over “10,000 total to be drawn. 
Hor this to beravedieble, it is reauired that. the recipient double 
the amount in doneted lsbor or cash. The Mary Baker Eddy Fund, 
LACYZITSsOLUinaeneisebased on ther totel cost of ‘the church; is 
given on condition thet it be used to pay off the last indebtedness. 


No contracts were awarded unless the money to vay for same 
was definitely forthcoming. Work vrotressed slowly but steadily 
end the money beceme aveileble as needed. The edifice itself 
e-presses the quelity of the lsbor and the velue which has been 
put into it. The cost, including the renovation, has amounted 
to 533,000, proving the ever aveilebility of divine supply. We 
are deevly greteful to divine Mind for the unfailinz tuidance and 
support. We elso wish to exnress gretitude to the Wurlitzer 
Organ Compesny of New York City for the loan of this beautiful 
organ. wWe expnect to ovurchase it in the nesr future. 
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I will now give you e resume' of the history of our local 
orgenization: 
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The exact dete on which the first services of this branch 

ohurch! of Christ; Scientist, owerevheld, “nol one*ereems to know 
“Selinitelysshowevers there, seemselartierdoubt thatthe Pirss 
eroun to hold services met at a home in Morganville, N. ¢. These 
services were attended by as many as thirteen persons at times. 
The individuels at whose home they met were members of The 
Mother Church, The First Church of Christ, Scientist, in Bostcn, 
fassachnusetts. 


™™ 1016 another group of Christian Scientists heaatby twe 

sisters held Sunday services in the rooms of Mr. Jecob Leffert's 

law officevdn Matawenyin: 22° Vite resultedl rat the two -eroups 

cece dracsunite .Megais requinern iiearrcer®quergers; thereupon, 

one member wno had a music’ studio on Frent Street in Kerport 

offered the use of her *rocms. 
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to neve a reedirg room and lea 
tion it? wes @eciged-taelrent the roons 
Eouse, 65 Mein Street, which offered a 
services, a readirg room, ard their own 
move to the new rooms was mede on Neverb 
6n December 30, 1933, a fire which broke out in Seneyic 
Club House, and which would have destroyed the furniture, s =) 
end reference library worth several hundrec doliers, had - 
been for the tireless efforts of several members, e«isrupte 
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meetines end mede necessery the haldinz services again ir the 
Keynort Librery ond et the home of one of the members for several 
‘Monts. supon renovet ton. OF he fT ire-stricien bDullding services 
were resume? on July 5, 1934. 


The only thinct which h-dwevented the society from becoming 
a church wes the fect thet they hed no registered prectitionen. 
In 1936 one of the memters who hed teen orscticine Christian 
Science hrd her card placed in the Christian Science Journ] and 
thet prompted them to think sbout becoming a church. In Merch, 
2957, eoplacrtiion Waseem ce tothe Mother Church and on July oll, 
1957, notice was received thet @the Christian Science Borrd of 
Directors of The Motheri Church; The first Church of Christ, 
Scientist, in Bocton, Messachusetts, had enproved and accepted 
the spolicetion and the Society became First Church of Christ, 
Setentist, Keyport, N. J. The church was incornoreted under the 
laws of the State of New Jersey on March 23, 1943. 


In 1949 the vrotlem of obtaining a permanent church home 
was considered snd efter nezotietine for many months with the 
Presbytery of Monmouth, retarding their abandoned edifice at 
84 Broed Street, Keyrort, this church held a special corporete 
meetine of the members on July 17, 1950, and vcted to »surchase 
the said vrovmerty for the required corsidereticn. 


At a cornorate meetins held in Novemter, 1950, the vower 
to meke vlens, execute the dteretiens, is ue contracts, and to 
supervise all work necessary for the completion of the building 
was deletated to the Chairman of the Eoard of Trustees, said werk 
to be avproved ty the Eoard. 


In December, 1950, remodeling was started and continued 
until the completion in Mey, 1952. We heie sur first service 
4n this auditorium Thanksgiving morning, and it surely wes 4 
day fer thanksgiving. 


Mery Baker Eddy, the discoverer and founder of Crristian 
‘Seience, on page 583 of "Science snd Health with Key te the Scmir- 
tures," gives us this definition ef church as follows: 


"Tne structure of Truth and Love; whatever rests upon 
and vroceeds from divine Frinciple. 

Tne Church is thet institution wnich affords proof of 
Sts utility 2nd is found elevoting the race, rousing 
tre dorm-nt understending from meteriai beliefs to 

the anprehension of sniritual ideas end the Aemonstra- 
tion ef divine Science, thereby casting out devils, or 
error end healing the sick." . 


Although we rejoice in having this beeutiful material 
structure, we will have feiled if love and healing do not radiate 
from it to the community, Hessine mankind end hecling the sick. 
Therefore, this day, June 15, 1952, we dedicate this church, free 
from debt, to the cause of Christian Science, to the ceuse of 
blessing the community, radiating love, rousing the dormant 
understa-ding from meterial teliefs to the enprehension of 
spiritual ideas, thus overcoming error end healing the sick: 
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At this time words from "Science "ad He lth with Key to the 
Serivtures" by Mery Bzker. Eddy, found on vo. ce 199, ere enpro- 
prirte: "The devotion of adeiesegs: to en hone:t echievement makes 
the achievement vossible.” 


————— And from the Litle, Proverts 3:5,6, "Truct in the Lord 
with #11 thine he7rt: enc lean not unto thine own understendine. 
In 21l thy woys acrrowlerce him, and he shall direct thy 0: ths." 
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- the chure: cy tire Presbytery was donated to the Boy Scout Camp 
Housman Kiwanis Chapel, being built at that time at Allaire, 
New Jersey-) The Charcleie a vaftite theosanp for undcnomireticnal 
religious services by Division +, Kiwanis of New Jersey. 


The financial demonstration statements are as follows: 


The church was vurchased July, 1950, for Seven Thousand Tel- 
l-rs (37,000). A payment of Three Thousend Dollars (3,000) was 
mede from funds on hand, and a mortgage of Four Thousand Dollars 
(54,000) was placed with the Peoples Bank of Keyport, New Jersey. 


Work on construction actually started December, 1950, with 
cash on hend in the Building Fund of 42,764.21. Due to the 
mortgege, the church had a deficit at this time te the ameunt ef 
lal 
Pl»loD+ 19. 


There was 3303.80 in the Irgan Fund. 


The church was dedicated June 15, 1952, at a total cost of 
#°37,465.39, free from debt and with $1,250 in the Organ Fund. 
Membership varied from 21 to 32 people with no large financial 
wezlth among them. A fine demonstration of Divine Supply to 
meet the needs of the day: No funés were solicited or parities 
given. 


At this point it is in order to extend much gratitude te 
Mrs. Anna L. Herris, our church treasurer during this period, 
for her outstanding work and the tireless effert which she gave. 


Shortly after dedication one of our good members donated 
the shrubbery for the landsccpince of the grounds in frent ef 
the church, . 


On September 1, 1954, the last payment was made on our 
Wurlitzer Organ Model 50 and Tone Cabinet No. 74 which cost 
$2,795. The church has only current bills en its beoks. In 
1955 the church end proverty was officielly appraised for 
insurence purpeses at $75,008 end $82,000 respectively by twe 
official appraisers, the former for the insurance cempany and 
the latter by the official Borough Appraiser, and in addition 
the organ-and furnishings run about 410,000 mere, . 


*NOTE: The aifference in the sum of $33,000 steted in the 
attached World Telegram article and the $37,000 ebove stated was 
disclosed when a special set of books kept for the work of 
reconstructing the building w2s balanced. Many denaticns came 
in, not in the form of cash, items which did net ge threugh 
the banking system, and therefore di€ not eppeer in thy regular 
church journal from which the Telegram's stetement was drawn. 
These denations account for the difference. 
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The church buildin is located inthe center section of the 
town and has immedictely adjoininine a large municipal parking 
lot which solves the parking problem. 


It is interesting to note that the cornerstone of this 
little church beers the date of 1879, this also being the 
yeer that the "larger Christian Science Associstion" organized 
by Mery Beker Eddy became legolly incor .orsted "under the 
title. 'Church of Cnrist, Seientist,7:.with a provision that 
the church be estcblished in Boston." (Pege 151, Mery Baker 
Eddy, by Lyman Powell). 


The funday School is held during the enurch hour, andia 
nursery is vrovided for the”¢c-re of the children too small to 
enter the classes. 


In relating this history the n-mes of quite a few of our 
members hove been mentioned. However & those not nentioned, 
each did his shere in mekinge this demonstretion possible, 
civine love, suonort, effort, end of his supoly. Therefore, 
to be feir to 2ll, 2 list of the members ot ihe ‘churchevarti- 
cinctine in the movement is here civen. 


I- 1949 the following were members: 


Mrs. Jennie J. Ackerman Mrs. Lillian V. Kilcomins 
Mrs. Adele Bowne Mrs. Cora B. Messie 

Mrs. lfebel Buhler Mrs. Mezie Oberlander 
Mrs. Merjorie Burlew Mrs. Alta W. Preston 

Mrs. Helen L. Davis Mrs. Mery H. H. Rudolph 
Mrs. Merieta W. Duncan Mrs. Merzeret Shipherd 
Mrs. Sera W. Erickson Mrs. Hilda wW. Stidfole 
Miss Ella M. Findlay Mrs. Gertrude M. B. Slover 
Mrs. Alberta G. Frentz Mr. Benjamin F. Williams 
Mr-. Marie Harris Mrs. Alice Temvle Willis 
Mr. Cherles T. Kilcomins URS PvRolT Hy GAREISIN 


In 1950 four (4) more were added: 


Mrs. Irene A. Cohen Mrs. Elizebeth D. whitney 
Mrs. Elsie M. Christner Mr. Mark O. Whitney 


In:1951 four (4) more were added: 


Mr. Percy Bulger Miss Eliabeth M. Ericksen 
Miss Betty Jene Erickson Mrs. Myrtle F. Hyer 


In 1952 two (2) more were added: 
Mrs. Marjorie K. Swertfeger Mrs. Cornelia Lawrence 


Since dedication two have withdrawn and ene deceased; 
ani the following five (5) added: : 
Mre. Kathryn 0. ¢ardner Mr. Eyerett H. Sharp 
Mrs. Agnes K. Milholm Mrs. Jean H. Sharp 
Mrs. Elsie L. Morrisey 
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Stee. time septemrper 50, 1955; >the church is without a 
Pec lietemeamerectitvonerm., we ere, logkine Dorward: thet dhis orob- 
lem will soon be solvee throuch Divine mind. Our membership 
thoucheenentine somewhret durine the neriod which this history 
eoversenzs increzsed e little, end meny new pveonle ere attending 
our services. ttendence zt the services v:ries from 25 to 40. 
Oummeunaay ochoolenes Aancressed in size end 1s in @ vroverous 
Coneation. Our Lectures ere wellvettended. 


cee elt ethe ties churcheds increneine ine the expression 


Of Love and Jt is wieldin= 8 sood) influence im the community end 
feces cined much resoect. from the people .ol the town. 


Me Toresoin= sop 7 complete hastory (of sFigst Church, of 
Dieses, ocientist, Keyoort, New Jersey, coverins the »eriod from 
Jenusry, 1949, to Sentember 3C, 1955. 


Lovintly submitted, 


Historian 


de hereby confirm the stove stctements cnd herewith sutmit 
it to the eureau of History snc Records of the Mother Church in 
boston, Mcssachusetts. 


FIRET CHURCK OF CHAIST, SCIzkTIST 
ESYPORTS WE. J2Reny 


corrd of Trustees 
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